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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 . (Currently amended) A blower unit mounting structure comprising; 

an instrument panel including an upper panel and a lower panel that are vertically 
divided along a transverse direction of a vehicle body; and 

at feast a steering support beam fixed to the lower panel; and 

a blower unit fiv^d to the lower panel and to the steering s upport beam assembled*? 
the lower pane * to form a unitized component; 

wherein the unitized cmnpoiiuiL ia mutinied on the v iliiik, body b u fuic the up p er 
pauel i& mounted on the vehicle b od y , 

* \ 

Claim 2. (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth m Claim 
1, further comprising: 

a front bulkhead including a vertical wall surface with an opening, 
wherein a duct of the blower unit is connected to the opening for providing outside air 
into the blower unit. 

Claim 3, (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth in 
Claim 1, further comprising: 

a toe board having a recessed portion, wherein said blower unit comprises a leg 
portion extended toward the toe board and engaged with the recessed portion. 

Claim 4. (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth in 
Claim 2, fhrther comprising: 
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a toe board having a recessed portion, wherein said blower unit comprises a leg 
portion extended toward the toe board and engaged with the recessed portion. 

Claim 5. (Currently amended) A method for mounting a blower unit, said method 
comprising: 

preparing an instrument panel including an upper panel and a lower panel that are 
|/'^.|X vertically divided along a transverse direction of a vehicle body; 

(> » 1? forming a unitized component by c pimectin s assembling at least a steering support 

* ^ Jr beam to the lower panel and connecting a blower unit to the lower panel; 

mounting the unitized component on the vehicle body after forming said unitized , 
component; and 

mounting the upper panel to the vehicle body a fter mounting the unitized component 
tm the vehicle body. 

Claim 6. (Previously presented) The method for mounting a blower unit as set forth in 
Claim 5, further comprising: 

preparing a recessed portion which is mounted on a toe board; 
preparing a leg portion which is mounted on a blower unit and is extended toward the 

toe board; and 

engaging the leg portion with the recessed portion. 

Claim 7. (Currently amended) A blower unit mounting structure comprising: 

an instrument panel including an upper a-ftret panel and a lower second panel; 
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a steering support beam.connected to said lower panel; and 
a blower unit connected to said steeri n g support beam and said lower panelr 
whcr c m the j,Lippuit bmii m& the bh> wu unit an a^ i uiblid to LL i^ ^ o ud yuicl t o 
femt a omtary component piiui Lu moimtiug the seioud pai^l un lu a vdikk body. 

Claim 8. (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth in Claim 
7, further comprising: 

a bulkhead with an opening, 

wherein a duct of the blower unit is connected to the opening for providing outside air 
into the blower unit. 

Claim 9. (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth in Claim 

7, further comprising: 

a toe board having a recessed portion. 

Claim 10. (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth in Claim 
9, farther comprising: 

a leg portion extended toward the toe board and engaged with the recessed portion. 

Claim 1 1 . (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth in Claim 

8, further comprising: 

a toe board having a recessed portion. 
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Claim 12. (Previously presented) The blower unit mounting structure as set forth in Claim 

11, further comprising: 

a leg portion extended toward the toe board and engaged with the recessed portion. 


Claims 13-14. (Canceled). 

Claim 1 5- (Currently Amended) A method for mounting a blower unit on a vehicle body, 
comprising: 


forming a unitary component b v connecting the lower panel _t_Q assem b ling at lea st a 
steering support beam and a the blower uni t, and connecting th e blower unit to the Steering 
support beam t o the wumd pane l; and 

mounting the unitary unitized component on the vehicle body after forming said 
unitary component . 

Claim 16. (Previously presented) The method for mounting a blower unit as set forth in 
Claim 15, further comprising: 

mounting a bulkhead having an opening, wherein a duct of the blower unit is 
connected to the opening for providing outside air into the blower unit. 




preparing an instrument panel including an upp er a first panel and a lower, second 


panel; 



(Canceled). 
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Claim 19. (Currently Amended) The method for mounting a blower unit as set forth in 
Claim 15, wherein the u^er first panel and the lower second panel are vertically divided 
along a transverse direction of the vehicle body. 

Claim 20. (Currently amended) The method for mounting a blower unit as set forth in 
Claim 15, further comprising: 

preparing a recessed portion ■ which is mounte d on a toe board; 

preparing a leg portion which Amounted on the blower unit and exLcud^d toward the 

to e board ; and 

engaging the leg portion with the recessed portion. 

Claims 21 - 28. (Canceled). 
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